Guidance on writing your Episode Of Care 

In this document we shall refer  to the NMC Parts, to clarify this equates on a full time course to Part 1 (year 1)  Part  2 (year 2) and Part 3 (year 3). 

What are Episodes Of Care?

Episodes of Care (EOC) are holistic assessments which enable you  to demonstrate progression across a number of platforms. Effective communication and relationship management skills underpin all aspects of care. The EOC should be discussed and reviewed  with  your Practice Assessor. Your Practice Assessor will help guide you as to which episode or patient interaction may be suitable

In Part 1 examples of an EOC could be considered to be one occasion of assisting someone with their personal hygiene (in acute care); or changing a wound dressing (in community care) / giving a vaccination in a GP surgery.

In Part 2 examples of an EOC could be undertaking a health assessment with individuals with multiple comorbidities (community); or delivering care for a bay of patients in an acute ward or conversations surrounding mental capacity and  Do Not Attempt Resuscitate decisions in a GP setting.

These  lists are not exhaustive but are a guide  to give you some ideas of what could be covered.   

Below: Example of Episode Of Care Paperwork. The correct version for your Part will be found in your PAD as part of the final interview paperwork) 
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How do I select an Episode of Care to write about?

At your mid placement interview you will need to discuss with your Practice Assessor which episode of care you wish to reflect upon for your writing.  Making notes on your everyday reflections whilst in practice may be useful to help develop your thinking .   The more reflections you jot down - the more you will have to choose from when selecting  your EOC. 

Each time you jot down a reflection on placement it may be useful to ask yourself : 

 How  could  I use this reflection to demonstrate and meet the standards of proficiency set out for me in the EOC? 

In your EOC template (found in your PAD) you must ensure that you demonstrate  the proficiencies  outlined. 

Please note that these vary in complexity for each part, so they are not the same each year.

Remember, focusing on a single experience rather than a number of interactions may be easier to ensure that your EOC demonstrates the level of depth required at your relevant academic level. (Part 1- Level 4, Part 2- Level 5, Part 3- Level 6)  

What is the process for completion and submission of the Episode Of Care?

Two EOC  must be achieved by the end of each part, however in Part 1 and Part2  one is formative and one is summative. In  Part 3 both will be summative. By summative we mean that these  will receive an academic grade. 

In all Parts the EOC must be available to be discussed with your Practice Assessor as part of  your final interview for each placement.

At your final interview your Practice Assessor will discuss your EOC with you (They will also discuss their  observations of you delivering your episode of care)  and assign a grade (eg fair, good etc), this will be different from the academic grade which will be a percentage score.  Following this discussion your Practice Assessor must send in your final interview paperwork to nursinglandt@port.ac.uk using their professional email address. 

In order to submit your summative EOC for marking at the University you will be required to copy and paste the EOC from your PAD into a word document and submit via turnitin for the relevant practice module. This is item 3 for assessment for all practice modules

What is the word count for the Episode Of Care?

The word count for the EOC in part 1 is 1000 words. 

The word count for the EOC in parts 2 and 3 is 1500 words.  

 As with all academic work you are allowed +/- 10% on word limit. 


Who will mark your EOC at the University?

Your EOC will be marked by  an academic tutor. A randomised selection of work will then be reviewed by the Module lead /Academic Assessor at the University to ensure there is  standardisation in the marking process across the cohort.  On our external examiners request  your EOC  may also be made available to them as part of this quality assurance process (as with all academic work).  Your mark will be made available within 20 working days of the set submission date as per  University of Portsmouth Academic standards and regulations. 



How will the final grading for the EOC be calculated?

You will receive a grade for the summative EOC. All work in Part 1 does not contribute to your overall classification of degree.

40% is the pass mark as per usual academic standards. 

Your final mark for your summative EOC will be evenly weighted based on your practice assessors grade and your academic assignment mark.  This will be the grade that is reflected in your portal.

Please note that as your PAD and EOC are separate artefacts for assessment (see module handbook) it is possible to fail one and pass the other, but aim to pass both 


Part 2 - what are the differences between the two episodes of care in P3 and P4?

In Part 2 the Episode of Care requires the student to be involved in the assessment, planning implementation and evaluation of care to a group of patients/ service users or in some situations this might mean the delivery of care to an individual but involving a more complex scenario. The student needs to be able to work more confidently and demonstrate their potential to work autonomously.

Each EOC within Part 2 has a slightly different focus.
Episode 1 (Placement 3) - Is aimed towards caring for a group of people receiving care or an  individual with complex care needs. 
WHEREAS
Episode 2 - (Placement 4)  Is aimed specifically at a  group of people receiving care with increasingly complex health and social care  needs. 

It is very important that you read carefully the focus for your particular EOC and ensure that your work covers the proficiencies referred to in your PAD. 

How do these proficiencies relate to the UoP marking rubric for the EOC?

The marking rubrics for the EOC can be found within your practice module moodle site.
For Part 1 this is on the FNPP moodle site under the heading ‘Introduction to your PAD’. 

For Part 2 these can be found in the Assessment Information and submission section in your Applied Nursing Professional Practice moodle site. Please be very careful to select the correct one for your specific placement. 

You will notice that each  marking rubric directly aligns to the proficiencies laid out for you in the PAD.  

What else do I need to remember when writing the EOC?

Please remember that for the University of Portsmouth your EOC needs to be written as an academic piece of work.  It  is a graded artefact within your practice module. As such your work should be referenced using the APA version 6 referencing system and the use of  peer reviewed journals will be expected to add context to your reflections.  A full reference list will be required at the bottom of your EOC. 

What additional support can I gain when writing the EOC?

Remember that whilst on clinical placement your Practice Assessor and Practice Supervisors will be able to provide support for your EOC. They will be working with you in your practice environment and as such will help you identify an appropriate episode to write about. Please remember however that this will be new to them too, so please be patient and share with them the paperwork that you need to complete and the proficiencies that you will be marked against as early as possible.  Your Practice Education Facilitators/Learning Educational Leads may also be a great source of help! 

Please remember that you have additional resources from the learning support tutors. Alice Moore’s (Learning Support) presentations/audios about writing at different academic levels are available on the relevant module moodle sites (FNPP, ANPP). 

You can make appointments with learning support on a 1:1 basis should you require.
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